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Mary J. Glock, 45

Dakota County Technical College, Apple Valley, MN 

Cultivating Courage in Entrepreneurship

If you asked me 30 years ago if I could be an entrepreneur, the answer would be no. However, after 20 years as an independent contractor in print and promotions I found myself on the cusp of entrepreneurship, without the courage to make the leap. My perception of entrepreneurial challenges was self limiting, and I felt helpless to control my own destiny. At 44 years of age, I felt too old to start over and too young to accept the status quo. 

I had already earned a Bachelor’s degree, but was drawn to community college looking for the missing ingredient and a way to reinvent my career. Dakota County Technical College (DCTC) faculty encouraged me to explore different career paths before I made any final decision. I attended courses in Meeting and Event Planning, Supervisory Management and Business Entrepreneurship programs. Then it dawned on me that my independent spirit that used to be my greatest challenge for fitting in “Corporate America” was actually my greatest strength as a potential business owner. But did I have the courage to become the entrepreneur within me? 

As a single mom, I have provided financially for others all my life. Starting a new business requires capital. Through the advice and mentorship from the college’s business and entrepreneurship institute, I realized that solid businesses aren’t built on cash, but on planning and cultivating the resources necessary to succeed.

The entrepreneurship courses were different than the courses I took at the university. The professors shared real life experiences and the learning style matched my needs and abilities. My college peers were in the same discovery mode, which surprised me. Each of us brought to the classes different experiences and strengths that provided motivation and mentorship. So in essence, I had 24 professors instead of one. 

These courses have allowed me to unify my financial goals and the personal passions that I always discounted as dreams never to be achieved. Today I have a business plan. I have started my own printing and promotional business that utilizes my years of sales experience. It pays the bills. But the most exciting change is that I am starting a second venture; one that allows me to explore my love of travel and a commitment to social entrepreneurship.

Without an entrepreneurship program at two-year colleges like DCTC, women like me who are at a crossroads in their professional lives, may never have the opportunity to reinvent themselves in business ownership. I would never have taken the risks I am taking without the knowledge and on-going support offered by the college faculty and staff. Community colleges show you how to explore possibilities and make your own decisions. DCTC have helped me to establish a network of entrepreneurs, advisors and alumni that will support my needs beyond graduation, and I now have the tools to cultivate both financial and personal success.

"The future belongs to those who see possibilities before they become obvious." 

— John Scully

Amanda Ensign, 23

Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor, MI

Entrepreneurship Creates New Opportunities

What should I do? That is the question I asked myself after I graduated from high school. About a year and a half later, I enrolled at Washtenaw Community College and I found myself asking a new question, “What I should major in?” It is now four years later and I am still asking that same question. Although I still have not quite figured out what I want to major in, I do know some things that I don’t want to pursue. That is what’s great about a community college, one is able to explore and take a variety of classes that are of interest. 

I was excited to learn that W.C.C. offered a certificate in Entrepreneurship because since I was little, I’ve always had a dream of starting a business; although, the business ideas have changed over the years, the dream stayed alive. I finally took the plunge and I am currently taking my first class in the Entrepreneurship program. I have to say it is a lot of work, but it is truly an amazing opportunity. I have learned that much more goes into a business than what I first realized and that is what’s so great.  You truly learn what you need to know and how to get started instead of just jumping into something and then finding out it won’t work. 

Having entrepreneurship education offered at a community college is not just important to me but to all the other students in the program. One great thing about a community college is that it truly is a melting pot because there is great diversity in race, ethnicity, age, learning levels and economic background. As a result, the community college gives everyone an opportunity for success. Some of us are just getting started in life and others are starting over, and the community college gives us all a chance to move forward. I was never sure if college was for me, and I was surprised that W.C.C. is a good fit. 

I am happy that entrepreneurship education is offered at my school because I don’t know if I will transfer to a university or not, but I do think that I should still have some of the same opportunities. If it were not for the class I am taking now, I would have never known about this contest and I would have not enrolled in another contest at school. I have gained much more than just what it takes to run a business. I broke out of my comfort zone and took a chance by entering in two contests this semester. I may never open my own business or maybe I will and you might read my name in the newspapers and see how my business is having an impact on the stock market, who knows at this point. If not for W.C.C., I wouldn’t have had this opportunity, which has pushed me to do new things and helped me to capture my part of the American dream.     

Frishi Flowers, 28                                                


NorthWest Arkansas Community College, Bentonville, AR 

“How Important Is It To Me That My College Offers Entrepreneurship Education?”

Have you ever felt as if you know where you want to go but you just do not know how to get there?  One of my fondest memories growing up was being in the kitchen. From the time I could reach the cabinet tops, I was learning to cook. My mom spent every free minute she had teaching me the in and outs of the kitchen including the fact that grilled cheese sandwiches cannot be cooked in the toaster.  Coming from a small Southern town, I was raised on a culture that related food to family and fun. Cooking and entertaining for others became a part of life for me. 

After graduating high school, I ventured out into an unknown world. This venture led me to the food service industry. I have been fortunate enough to experience every aspect of the restaurant business from flipping hamburgers to managing an entire restaurant at a country club. No matter where I am or what I am trying to do, something always leads me back to food.

Ten years out of high school I realized I had spent all this time trying to figure out what I wanted to do with my life, and all this time the answer was right in front of me. My passion is food. Cooking for others has always been a hobby for me. I want to open my own place. My goal is to own my own pastry and catering shop. Where do I begin?  How do I start a business?  

When I discovered that my local community college introduced a culinary arts program, I was more than eager to sign up:  Baking, Food Production, even Food Safety and Sanitation. The perfect program to get me started, right?  Wrong!  Where are the programs that teach me how to start a business, write a business plan, and study the competition so I can be successful?   Why should my school offer a program like this?  Math and science courses are, of course, necessary, but what courses can help me follow my dreams?  Just knowing how to cook is not enough to run a business. If my school offers an entrepreneurship program, then I know I will have the guidance I need for success.

Entrepreneurship is usually defined as a process of initiating a business venture, organizing the necessary resources, and assuming the risks and rewards. My definition of entrepreneurship is turning a dream into reality.  

Chris Forth 

Parkland College, Champaign, IL

One Good Reason 

Entrepreneurship is a practice of developing an idea in response to a need. When I first looked up the definition I thought it would have the word “business” directly followed by “entrepreneurial capital.” How cynical am I? I received my first degree in fine arts and over the past 18 years, I have worked developing ideas for profit. One day it occurred to me that I had spent a large part of life making art for my own satisfaction, and I decided I needed to start contributing more to society. So three years ago I returned to college pursuing a degree in biology. You may be asking at this point, “What does this have to do with an entrepreneurship class?” I will reply by saying, “A lot for me.” I have found a connection. 

The entrepreneurship class I am taking in is under the department of biology and is a nutrition class. The class is designed to produce a food product in the form of a nutritional supplement bar. And not just on paper. We actually are involved in all the steps it takes from conception to shelf. The first step we determined our target group and their needs for nourishment. The next stage was studying for the food safety exam required by the National Restaurant Association for anyone producing a food product for sale to the public. Now that we received the go ahead with our ServSafe exam behind us the real work started. 

The next step, research and development of a ingredient list, sounds easy but very time consuming because you have to not only create a tasty product but one high in nutrients. With our ingredients worked out, we proceeded to produce our product using the hospitality service major’s classroom kitchen. Success! We now have a product that will take us to the next step. The testing of a food product is very involved; our class has taken two trips to the University of Illinois to gain a better understanding of the equipment required and processes involved to test our product for glucose, fiber, and fat content and a lot more. After our test results come back we will design our packing with the help of the design department and will give a presentation to a local food manufacturer as our final project

Entrepreneurship classes are about an idea and how to develop it. The reward may be in lives. Just Google Plumpy’nut. Plumpy’nut is a ready-to-eat, 500-calorie miracle food produced to fight off hunger in malnourished children in Maradi, Niger, developed by the French scientist Andre’ Briend, a true entrepreneur. 

Louis Lewis, 47, 

El Centro College, Dallas, TX 

How Community Colleges Can Help Create More Entrepreneurs

Picture it, a Dallas, Texas, skyline. Zoom in to sidewalk level. A man stands waiting at a downtown bus stop. Homeless and unemployed, he is thinking about his past job experiences and education. He wonders, “Is it personal, or do I not have the skills to be employed?” He realizes it’s not personal and he does have the skills to be employed, self employed. Acknowledging this to himself, he turns to his left and begins walking several blocks until he arrives at the Dallas City Building. Entering he inquires, “Where would a person seeking a contract for services rendered with the city go to apply”. “Third floor Procurement Office” the lady at information replies.

Entering the Procurement Office he states, “My name is Louis, and I own a company called Horizontal Cable Pulling. I am able to install, and terminate cable for data, voice, audio, and video for adds, moves, new offices and departments. How would I go about applying for a contract”?  “You need to talk to Helen Wait” the lady behind the counter responds. 

“Did she just tell me to go to hell-n-wait?” he thinks to himself? She speaks on the phone and hangs up and a six-foot, three-inch beautiful hazel-eyed lady approaching me says, “Hi, I’m Helen Wait, may I help you?” After restating my name, company, and the service being offered, she leaves and comes back with six pages for me to complete. Ms. Wait begins telling me about the papers, policies, and procedures an entrepreneur must follow. What catches my attention is the part about not being able to just say what the company can do, but the company must have credentials to back that claim.

Taking the papers and leaving, I decided to go to the library at El Centro Community College, a few blocks away, to fill-out the paper work. While reading the papers, I realized I had no idea about the best way to present my company. With the help of faculty at El Centro, a step-by-step goal to become a successful entrepreneur was explained and printed-out for me. 

Like a blue print I pursued this, as if my well-being and happiness depended on it, to re-level and build upward my life. I enrolled in the Convergence Technology program. This not only would upgrade my technical skills set, but it would take it from the virtual side of my heart, which is to be an entrepreneur, and file transfer it to reality. This would give me an entrepreneurial skills set that is desperately needed. All during registration, I felt like I was being downloaded with the latest virus protection at gigabit speed. In my case it was unemployment and homeless protection. 

Through various courses, I have not only upgraded my technical skills, I have now developed an understanding of law, ethics, applications, policies, and procedures needed as a skill set to develop a successful smart home contracting business as an entrepreneur. 

Nightingale W Muiruri, 31 

Parkland Community College, Champaign, 

How Important Is It to Me that My Community College Offers Entrepreneurship Education?

It all started at my home in the small village of Mai-ai-hii, not so far away from the Great Rift Valley in Kenya, where I grew up. I remember my siblings and I watering and pruning the vegetables and arrowroots on the small piece of land that our parents had allowed us to call our own. The crop did so well and we harvested more than my family really needed, and that was when my brother, sister and I had the idea that we could maybe sell some of the produce and make a little pocket money. I was then 14 years of age. It was wonderful to share the produce with village mates and to proudly tell them that we had grown it with minimal help from our parents. The best part about it was that it was all healthy food, something that had been so important to me since I was a third grader.

My dream is to own a healthy foods restaurant with a fitness center attached to it to start with, and hopefully have it be a chain of restaurants and fitness centers eventually. This way I will not only get an income, but also help people achieve, and maintain good health habits–a big part of my hopes and dreams. 

 Even though many people know of the benefits of healthy eating, they choose to feed on the tastier, but extremely bad food for the heart. I know that eating a healthy meal can be almost as cheap as eating a fatty burger from one of the fast food restaurants. The truth is that eating a healthy meal gives one a chance to avoid self induced illnesses and disabilities such as obesity. And doesn’t it also help make a more reliable work force for the nations of our world?  Of course it does. When healthy eating is combined with a little daily exercise, people will then have the chance to live healthier, happier, and more productive lives economically.    

I have now been a student at Parkland Community College since August 2006, and I am majoring in biology. I hope to take part-time entrepreneurship classes at Parkland Community College next year and start my long walk of making my dream come true. Parkland Community College has good business instructors, and I believe I will learn a lot of important information that will guide me into being a successful entrepreneur. Taking classes at Parkland Community College has been a big step to getting closer to achieving my dream. It is very important that Parkland Community College continues to offer the quality yet affordable entrepreneurship classes. This will help many people achieve dreams that may otherwise have been impossible.

John L. Tellier, 27

Parkland Community College, Champaign, IL 

Because the Real World Is Entrepreneurship

The world is made from business, and entrepreneurship is all around us: people investing in people, in things, and taking risks in hopes that a sum profit will ensue. This is the world we live in and will ultimately find ourselves in when we leave our formal education, and it makes true sense to develop skills during our education that model those that will be called upon by people who will be investing in us. 

What will set us apart from others? What will be the defining factor? I believe that concrete evidence of excellence in the form of finished products can give us this edge, this development of skills that is crucial for not only having a prepared resume for the real world, but also a state of mind that will be tailored to it. These are the reasons why I believe there is a demanding importance for the incorporation of entrepreneur education in community colleges, and I’m grateful to have this opportunity available at mine. 

It’s 6:30 a.m. on a rainy Tuesday morning. When most students haven’t even opened their eyes to another day my team is making a vision a reality: we’re baking our nutrition product in the college’s kitchen. We have a great team. Everyone is working together, giving feedback, and sharpening other’s suggestions with a greater purpose in mind: to make an awesome product. Where one member is lacking skill, another is taking charge and leading by example. We are a solid team, learning and refining, and each step of the way finds us meeting and tackling real world problems. Our audience/consumer has been defined, and we’ve predetermined the best path for initiation and continuation of our project for best work flow and avoidance of complication. 

Each deadline has been met in proper form. At this pace and with this continued diligence, by the end of the semester we will have a finished product that will reflect our groups’ skill, ingenuity, unique intuition, and determined resolve. We’ll have tangible evidence of each member’s development as a leader. What an excellent way to learn and prepare for the real world! We are doing exactly what businesses do to achieve their goals. 

So, when the day comes that a prospective employer asks me if I feel I have what it takes to lead in their business, whatever business it may be, I will have no hesitation in answering “Yes!” I’ll have the physical evidence to prove my case; and when I do find myself in the real world with objectives, tasks, and timelines, I’ll have a seasoned perspective to back me in confidence and a tempered frame of mind that will lead me to excellence in any endeavor. 




Louis Lewis








